lesson eight 


Repairing Your Harmonica 

Far too many harmonicas end up in the bottom of desk drawers waiting for some magic repairman to come to their aid. Their owners get frustrated with one hole that just doesn't sound right. Is there any hope? 

That weird sound coming from that mysterious hole may be the result of any one of a number of things. 

1. It may just be one of those difficult holes to produce a clear sweet tone. Actually, every hole requires a little different amount of air to make it sound right. And most reeds are pretty good at making a sound that comes pretty close to what it is supposed to be. But almost always there is one hole that just seems to sound off no matter what we do. Even if we go out and buy a brand new harmonica that same hole seems to give us problems. The problem may not be in the harmonica. It is just that it requires a more precise amount of air pressure than the other holes. Experiment with varying amounts of air pressure to see if that does not make a difference. 

2. It may be that your harmonica needs to warm up, this is especially so if it is a new instrument. It may be a little stiff and if it is cold it just makes it even stiffer. If you carry your instrument in your pocket, close to your body, then it will warm up naturally. But if it has been in a purse or cigar box, then you may want to hold it in your closed hand for a few minutes. 

3. It may be that a hair or thread has found its way inside your harmonica and is the cause of that weird sound. This happens to me all the time as I carry a harmonica in my shirt pocket everywhere I go. I also carry my comb in the same pocket. 

4. Or, it may be that a small drop of moisture that was allowed to remain inside your harmonica actually formed a tiny bit of rust. To knock the moisture out of your harmonica, pound it in the palm of your hand from time to time to shake any moisture out of it. You should do this between every song if you are playing before a group. Moisture has a way of building up inside your instrument quite often and if you don't knock it out then you may get these weird notes right in the middle of your song. Besides, you always see the harp players on stage pound their instruments in the palm of their hands. If the crowd sees you doing the same then they will think you must be experienced and know what you are doing. 

If the problem is caused by something blocking the reed, such as a hair or bit of rust, then you can easily repair your instrument if it was constructed with bolts and nuts. You simply, and carefully, remove the plates to your harmonica and break free or remove the obstacle. Just don't use any pliers or screwdrivers on the reeds. They can easily get bent permanently and then you may as well chuck your harmonica in the trash. 

5. Rinse it out.  Half the time I can get my harmonica unstuck by just running water through it.  First one direction, then another, not hard, not hot or cold.  The running water will frequently flush out the bad things stuck in your harmonica.  Just shake it out good after your rinse it.

Tuning

You can re-tune the reeds. With a file, you can remove metal from the tip. This make the pitch go up. If you scrape some metal off the flat surface near where the reed connects to the comb, you can lower the pitch.  Please note, I have not been successful in making in making permanent repairs to a blown reed.  If the reed is going flat from over use (playing too loud) the metal is probably fatigued, and will soon fatigue more and just go flat again.

Replacement Reeds
The better harps will have replacement reeds available. The cheap ones do not. The Special 20 does not but the Hohner Cross Harp, Big River Harp, Pro Harp, and Blues Harp do.  The Lee Oskar does. You can buy both plates for $20 or less. For the Bushman Delta Frost, you can buy just the top (draw) plate or both plates. 

Low Rider


 ( great for learning to bend )

Instrumental
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 Who'll Stop the Rain 


STRAIGHT HARP



CROSS HARP
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Long as I   re-mem-ber


Long as I   re-mem-ber

                                                                If you can't bend the 3 down play 3 blow 
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The rain been com-in' down.

The rain been com-in' down.
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Clouds of myst-'ry pour-in'

Clouds of myst-'ry pour-in'
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Con-fu-sion on the ground.

Con-fu-sion on the ground.
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Good men through the a-ges, 

Good men through the   a- ges, 
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Tryin' to find the sun;


Tryin' to    find   the sun;
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And I won-der, Still I won-der, 

And I won-der, Still I won-der, 

   -6      -6     6   -6  6  5      6 5 6 4         5        5       -4   5 -4 -3     -4 -3 -4 3                                                     Who'll stop the  ra-a-ain.(ending riff) Who'll stop the  ra-a-ain.  ( ending riff)

verse 2.

I went down Virginia, Seekin' shelter from the storm.

Caught up in the fable, I watched the tower grow.

Five year plans and new deals, Wrapped in golden chains.

And I wonder, Still I wonder Who'll stop the rain.

verse 3.

Heard the singers playin', How we cheered for more.

The crowd had rushed together, Tryin' to keep warm.

Still the rain kept pourin', Fallin' on my ears.

And I wonder, Still I wonder Who'll stop the rain
