Fith position  for Diatonic Harmonica            as seen by Jim Rumbaugh 1-2010

Beginner's pentatonic scale for 5th position

5 6 -6 -7 -8 8     (minor pentatonic scale with 1st,3rd,4th,5th,7th, and octave notes)

1) The scale posted above is a minor scale. Heads up, there are other minor scales. It's OK to just call it a minor scale. With the 5th position you can play  the "harmonic minor" scale between 2 blow and 5 blow with 2 bent notes.. 

2)You can play in the Greek mode called "'PHRYGIAN' , but most people change a few notes for a better sound and rarely play a true Phrygian scale. 

3)If you have a C harp, You are starting on an E and ending on an E and

playing an E  MINOR scale. The 5th position scale starts 4 half steps (2 whole steps) above the key of the harp.  

Example 1: with a C harp you play E minor 

Example 1: with a F harp you play A minor

4)You can not  get all the notes of a full minor scale in 5th position with regular blowing and drawing like you can with 4th position. With some bends, you can get a few more notes, but the easiest way to play 5th position is to do pentatonic scales. (HINT: The trick is to play easy pentatonic scales)

5)You can start lower on the harp than 3rd or 4th position.  An "easy to play" octave scale starts on 2 blow. You can get an easy 2 octaves with an extra note at the bottom and 2 extra notes at the top

First octave pentatonic minor scale in 5th
2 -2  -3" -3  -4  5

second octave pentatonic minor scale in 5th
5 6  -6  -7  -8  8

2 octave pentatonic minor scale in 5th
2 -2  -3" -3  -4  5  6  -6  -7  -8  8

2 octave scale  with 1 note (the dominant 7th)  below the root and 2 notes ( minor 3rd and 4th) at top

-2    2  -2  -3" -3  -4  5  6  -6  -7  -8  8      9  -10 

Here's another way to look at the full minor scale with bent notes. This shows which "degree of scale" the holes play. You can see where the tonic notes fall.

Root  2nd   3rd   4th   5th   6th   7th  ocatve

                                       1     -1      2

 2      -2'  -2    -3"  -3      4     -4     5 

5        X    6    -6   -7      7     -8     8    

-9       X -10  -10" 10

( X means you can not get the 2nd note of the scale with regular blow, draw, or bending)

